The Federal AIDS Policy Partnership (FAPP)

The Federal AIDS Policy Partnership (FAPP) is a national coalition of local, regional and national organizations advocating for progressive federal HIV/AIDS legislation and policy.  FAPP has been meeting since June, 2002.  Qualified partner organizations are those who devote significant resources in support of federal HIV/AIDS public policy advocacy.  As of June 2010, there are 126 FAPP partner organizations.

FAPP operates using a consensus process.  Key among its operating principles is “opt in/opt out,” where FAPP partners decide whether to participate in a particular FAPP effort or not.  FAPP meets quarterly in Washington, D.C.  Meetings typically consist of emergent issues, working group reports, as well as presentations and discussions with invited guests. 

Much of FAPP’s policy and advocacy work is accomplished through a number of FAPP-affiliated working groups.  Working groups meet through regular telephone conferences and in person.  Some working groups consist solely of representatives of FAPP partners, while others are a blend of FAPP partners and other non-affiliated organizations.

FAPP is managed by a twenty person Convening Group, which meets by telephone conference every month; it consists of at-large members and a liaison from each of the affiliated working groups.  The at-large members of the Convening Group are elected by all FAPP partners annually and the working group liaisons are chosen by the working group members.  The Convening Group elects the FAPP’s co-chairs.  Currently the Convening Group has 13 at-large members and 7 working group liaisons.  Members serve as individuals (organizational affiliations listed below are for reference only).

To become a partner organization, one must be nominated by two existing FAPP partners.  There is no cost to be a member.  To join FAPP, please contact Dave Bark at Dave@AIDSAlabama.org, for more information.  

FAPP Co-chairs:

· Kali Lindsey, National Minority AIDS Council, klindsey@nmac.org, 202.483.5388

· Kathie Hiers, AIDS Alabama, Kathie@aidsalabama.org, 202.324.9822, ext. 2437
· Terrance Moore, National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors, tmoore@nastad.org, 202.434.8000

2010 FAPP Convening Body

At-Large Members (12)

Lindsey Dawson (The AIDS Institute) 

Kathie Hiers (AIDS Alabama) 

Ernest Hopkins (San Francisco AIDS Foundation or SFAF and CAEAR Coalition)

Coco Jervis (Treatment Action Group of TAG) 

Ann Lefert (NASTAD) 

Matt Lesieur (Village Care and CAEAR Coalition) 

Kali Lindsey (NMAC) 

Michael Shankle (Health HIV) 

Bill Smith (National Coalition of STD Directors or NCSD) 

Cathalene Teahan (Georgia AIDS Coalition or GAC) 

Daniel Tietz (AIDS Community Research Initiative of America or ACRIA) 

Marissa Tonelli (Health HIV) 

Working Group Liaisons (7)

AIDS Budget and Appropriations Coalition – Carl Schmid (The AIDS Institute)

Global AIDS Policy Partnership & Research – Kevin Fisher (AVAC)
HIV Prevention Action Coalition  – Terrance Moore (NASTAD) 

HIV Health Care Access – Andrea Weddle (HIV Medicine Association or HIVMA) 

Housing – Nancy Bernstine (National AIDS Housing Coalition or NAHC) 

Research – Kevin Fisher (AVAC)

Ryan White – Bill McColl (AIDS United) 

To join a FAPP-affiliated working group please contact one of the co-chairs below:
AIDS Budget and Appropriations Coalition (ABAC) is an affiliated working group of the Federal AIDS Policy Partnership that advocates for increased resources for federal domestic HIV/AIDS programs across the federal government.  ABAC coordinates advocacy activities and appropriations requests among a variety of stakeholder organizations.  ABAC authors an annual funding chart, a grassroots letter to Congress, and organizes Dear Colleagues in the House and Senate for increased funding.  The membership of ABAC is over 60 national and community based organizations.  ABAC meets every third Monday at 3:00 pm eastern.

For more information, please contact the co-chairs: Donna Crews, AIDS United; Emily McCloskey, National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors (NASTAD); or Carl Schmid, The AIDS Institute.

HIV Health Care Access Working Group (HHCAWG) is an affiliated working group of the Federal AIDS Policy Partnership that is committed to ensuring that people living with HIV/AIDS have access to appropriate, cost-effective health care and drug treatment.  The Working Group works to mobilize community participation and engagement in efforts to reduce barriers to care, treatment and essential support services.  The Working Group also works with Congress and the Administration to improve Medicaid, Medicare, and private insurance to maximize access to care and prevention services for persons at risk and/or living with HIV/AIDS and address systemic problems as they arise.  The Working Group is a coalition of over 100 national and community-based AIDS service organizations that represent HIV medical providers, public health, advocates and people living with HIV/AIDS.  HHCAWG meets every first Wednesday at 3:00 pm eastern.

For more information, please contact the co-chairs: Robert Greenwald, Treatment Access Expansion Project (TAEP); Amy Killelea, National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors; and Andrea Weddle. 
HIV/AIDS Housing Working Group (HAHWG) is a recently established affiliated working group of the Federal AIDS policy partnership that seeks to coordinate a national housing strategy to ensure access to quality and affordable housing options for all PLWHA who need it, including the Housing Opportunities for People with AIDS (HOPWA) program. The membership is comprised of HIV/AIDS housing and service providers and consumers committed to the provision of stable, affordable housing as a powerful intervention to prevent the spread of the virus and help people achieve better health outcomes. HAHWG meets every third Thursday at 1:00 pm eastern.
For more information, please contact the co-chairs: Nancy Bernstine, National AIDS Housing Coalition (NAHC); or Jason Wise, AIDS Project Los Angeles. 

HIV/AIDS Prevention Action Coalition (HPAC) is an affiliated working group of the Federal AIDS Policy Partnership that addresses HIV prevention policies at the federal level.  The coalition is composed of national and community-based HIV/AIDS organizations that represent HIV medical providers, advocates, and people living with HIV/AIDS as well as community organizations that provide critical HIV related health care and support services.  HPAC meets every first Tuesday at 3:00 pm eastern.

For more information, please contact the co-chairs: Sarah Audelo, Advocates for Youth; Kali Lindsey, National Minority AIDS Council; Terrance Moore, National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors.

Research Working Group is an affiliated working group of the Federal AIDS Policy Partnership that works to advance the HIV research agenda through relationship building with NIH, CDC and other HIV research funders, identifying gaps in HIV research, educating policy makers on the value of HIV research (for the field, but also for the broader research enterprise), and increasing federal funding through advocacy and coalition building. The Research Working Group meets every third Tuesdays at 3:00 pm eastern.

For more information, please contact the co-chairs:  Kevin Fisher, AVAC: Global Advocacy for HIV Prevention; or Coco Jervis, Treatment Action Group.  

Ryan White Work Group is an affiliated working group of the Federal AIDS Policy Partnership committed to ensuring that the Ryan White Program continues to provide appropriate primary care and treatment and support services to uninsured and underinsured individuals living with HIV/AIDS.  The Work Group works on the reauthorization of the Ryan White CARE Act, implementation of changes to the law, interaction with other private and public health programs, and on-going communication with HRSA.  The Ryan White Work Group meets on a quarterly basis.
For more information, please contact the co-chairs: Bill McColl, AIDS United; or Ann Lefert, National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors (NASTAD). 

