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RISE 
. The report provides an analysis of societal and 

structural factors that contribute to Black gay and bisexual men’s vulnerability and 

the disease. 

berg School of Public Health and a panel of Black gay and bisexual men 
from across the country. 

strategies based on the RISE Proud

whole. 

The development of the RISE Proud report and 
 stem from a strong belief that Black gay 

and bisexual men have a right to pursue 
healthy lives not hindered by the threat or im-
pact of HIV/AIDS. To develop the report, a 
group 

focused on the lives of black gay and 
bisexual men.

Their charge was to explore the root causes 

Black gay and bisexual men, and to develop rec-
-

selected papers and to hear from speakers on salient topics.

end HIV/AIDS. The panel acknowledges the important and meaningful work done each 

Acknowledge-
ments

Purpose of RISE 
Proud
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 will help you consider ideas for 

is 
provided on the subject areas throughout the 

. The details underscore the 

Have a dialogue with the . Think of it as a living document—as society changes (or 
as you change), feel free to make 

of HIV and AIDS for Black gay and bisexual men.

Using the Com-
munity Imple-
mentation 

Profile of 
Bayard 
Rustin

economic rally that became a watershed moment 

equality, which is now accompanied by a quest 

the fact that Black gay men represent one the 
demographics most heavily impacted by HIV and 

the disease.
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________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Research shows that Black gay and bisexual men in the United States bear the heaviest 
burden of HIV. 

data).

HIV/AIDS 
Impact Among 
Black Gay/
Bisexual Men

that show that Black gay and bisexual men typically engage in less risky sexual behavior 
when compared to other gay and bisexual men.
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Many Black gay and bisexual men already have access to high quality health services, 
but may not access them. Some men may feel estranged from the environments where 

important to develop strategies that can decrease the burden of HIV that these men may 
experience.

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

investment necessary to adequately match the 
scope of the crisis. 

the number of Black gay, bisexual and other men who have sex with men (MSM) living in 

undetectable viral load.

How Much Do 
We Value Black 
Gay Men?
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important to note that not all of this investment needs to come from the government. 

treatment category. As we look forward to open enrollment for the health insurance 

able to access private health insurance, while others will be eligible for Medicaid. 

Many people have discussed the changing 

is important to have an understanding of each 
one.

Key Policy, 
Concepts and 
Ideas Likely 
to Affect 
Organizing
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________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

with the NHAS by focusing on a HIP approach. 

CDC resources to areas of the country where 
HIV/AIDS is hardest felt, such as in the South. It 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

includes provisions to address sexual violence on college campuses. 

 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

drugs to reduce the risk of passing HIV to others. 

its primary purpose of improving an individual’s 

ARVs reduce viral load. Higher viral loads have 
been linked to increased risk of passing HIV to 
sexual partners. TasP is an emerging area and 

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

and Development in the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 
directly addresses the housing and service needs of people living with HIV/AIDS. Research 
has shown that housing is the greatest unmet service need for people living with the 

the quality of life for themselves and their families. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

pill to reduce their risk of becoming infected. When used consistently, PrEP has been 
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________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

more services for people living with HIV/AIDS 
will be delivered through Medicaid and in 

______________________________________

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

person’s health and well-being. It takes into account the broader social and structural 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

health outcomes.

as a proximate cause to HIV vulnerability varies by individual. When the factors are 

Social 
Determinants 
of Health and 
Black Gay/
Bisexual Men
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Race-based inequality is deeply rooted in 
the fabric of America’s public school system, 

Summary of 
RISE Proud 
Report – Educa-
tion and Black 
Men

based on their race, ethnicity, or sexuality 

Resource: The TrueChild, 

Recommenda-
tions: 
Education and 
Black Men
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Public schools in the United States have the ability to provide students with knowledge Summary of 
RISE Proud 
Report – School-
ing and Sexual 
Health

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

the success of sexual health programs, such as a comparison of HIV/STI incidence before 

Resources must be provided to provide workshops for the facilitators who teach sexual 

Recommenda-
tions: School-
ing and Sexual 
Health
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A secure home environment is an incredibly 

higher-risk sexual behavior and increased risk 

LGBT youth have been shown to have greater 
sexual risk behaviors, including higher numbers 
of sexual partners, decreased condom use, and 

sex compared to their peers with more stable 

provider. 

Summary of 
RISE Proud 
Report – 
Housing and 
Homelessness

Summary of 
RISE Proud 
Report – 
Intimate 
Partner 
Violence

sense 
of community for members. However, some Black gay and bisexual men have 

as extensively homophobic is a proximate, rather than a direct, cause to heightened HIV 
vulnerability for Black gay men.

Resource: The Balm in Gilead, Inc., at 

Summary of 
RISE Proud 
Report – 
Religious 
Institutions

Resource: at 
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consistent employment. Unemployment rates 

among Black men. Gender non-conforming 

levels of unemployment than men who are 

To provide for themselves, some men turn to 

record.

Summary of 
RISE Proud 
Report - 
Employment

Recommenda-
tions:
Employment

HHS and the Department of Labor must partner to ensure that PLWHA are made 

released 
prisoners to gain employment as health navigators into ACA, which 
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have 
been incarcerated at some point during 

men have been 
incarcerated at least once 

gay and bisexual men 
turn to commercial sex 

and treatment typically occurs within an 

they are educated on how to protect themselves and their sexual partners 

This underscores the 
need for condoms to be made available in prisons. It is 

Summary of 
RISE Proud 
Report - 
Incarceration

transmission 

Condoms must be made available to inmates to prevent HIV/STI transmission 

Recommenda
-tions: 
Incarceration
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policies, police have arrested individuals and 

through condoms. It is well documented that condom use, especially by youth, lowers 

Summary of 
RISE Proud 
Report – Law 
and Law 
Enforcement

experienced by Blacks with no actual improvement in public safety 

the amount of undue stress on Black gay men that also discourages carrying tools 

Recommenda-
tions: Law and 
Law 
Enforcement 
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The United States has prosecuted more people 
for alleged HIV transmission or exposure than 

exposure perpetuate outdated public health 

Summary of 
RISE Proud 
Report – HIV 
Criminalization 
Laws
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knowing and disclosing one’s HIV status 

Recommen-
dations: HIV 
Criminalization 
Laws

African-American men, including Black gay and bisexual men, access health care at 

bisexual men. 

appropriate care and treatment 

expand its mission to also focus on individuals who possess both racial/ethnic and 
sexual minority status to help reduce provider distrust and improve provider cultural 

gay men.

Summary of 
RISE Proud 
Report – Health 
Care, Access,  
and Utilization

The NIHMD must develop appropriate 

to competently engage with Black gay men 

implemented to ensure areas of high HIV incidence have an increased health provider 
density per capita to ensure accessibility to physical and mental health clinicians 

Recommenda-
tions: Health 

are, ccess, 
and tilization
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Current PCMHs must be fully funded and subsequently expanded to all regions that have 

A program must be created to enroll low-income prisoners in Medicaid who do not have, 
but desire, access to healthcare

improve health care access for Black gay and 

focuses on three areas: expanding health care 
coverage; controlling the cost of health care 
and improving the delivery system. When fully 
implemented, it will expand access to health 

of falling out of care)

Summary of 
RISE Proud 
Report – Patient 
Protection and 
Affordable Care 
Act

from accessing available services. Similarly, there are structural barriers, 
such as the 

The Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emergency (CARE) Act 
was created 

like case management, psychosocial support, treatment adherence, 
temporary housing, 

bisexual men with insurance and limited resources.
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Black gay men into the ACA to help build the capacity of Black gay men to manage their 
own health 

incidence in the South that may not fully implement ACA to ensure that all Black MSM 

men

capacity to teach and reinforce sexual health to 

help young Black gay men foster community 
with peers and mentors in order to reduce 

Recommenda-
tions: Patient 
protection and 
Affordable Care 
Act
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include:

Moving to
Action 

In fact, you are encouraged to consider how you 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

______________________________________________
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3. Build capacity to properly address issues

6. Measure your progress

This  provides some details about each step. This area is based on the model 

important for you to understand how it applies to you and your local community. The 

would take more than one person to create larger levels of change for these men.

Seven Steps for 
Implementing 
RISE Proud

Focus the 
Partnership on 
Most Pressing 
RISE Proud 

What is needed in your community? What are the most pressing issues and how do they 

vision and mission for the partnership. Everyone needs to have their voices heard as they 
contribute to this shared vision. Remember to come back to the vision and mission when 
things get out of order. 

Selecting Rec-
ommendations 
to Implement

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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